“Dancers dream with their feet.” Let the Talented Banker of this week be one such dreamer who
has found her purpose through the repertoire of Kuchipudi, and has delighted our eyes through
her various expressive performances.

Bindu Nandakumar
State Bank of India
Branch Supporting Team
Home loan section
Palarivattom, Ernakulam

Bindu was born to Adv. C.A.Sukumaran who retired as Assistant Public Prosecutor, and O.
Saraswathy who was a Higher Secondary school teacher. She grew up with her elder brother
and younger sister in the Vazhoor town of Kottayam where they belonged.

She spent all her school years at the Government Higher Secondary School, Vazhoor, where her
mother was a teacher. It was in the 5th grade that she started her first steps to the beats of
thaala... when their neighbour, Smt. Syamala Krishnankutty transformed into her first guru.
Bindu participated in school competitions and won many prizes for Bharathanatyam,
Mohiniyattom and Folk dance. She also became the Kalathilakam in her school. She never went
to a competition outside her school as her mother strongly believed that an art form had to be
learned, not by hearted as a competition item.

After completing four years of tutelage under Smt. Syamala Krishnankutty, she pursued
Bharathanatyam under Smt. Devaki Andarjanam at the Kottayam Balabhavan for a period of one
year.

As she reached the 10th grade, she decided to take a break from her passion and concentrate
on her studies. After the 12th grade, she joined the BCM College, Kottayam for BSc Physics.
There again she stepped onto the stage, this time, to perform cinematic dance. She still regrets
that she didn’t take classical dance seriously during those days.

On completing her graduation, Bindu took admission in the MG University for MSc Astrophysics,
but the subject didn’t interest her. Once she got through the MCA Kerala entrance test, she
boldly decided to enrol at the Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Technology, Pampady, Kottayam for
MCA, having spent hardly one month at the MG University. Here too she performed cinematic
dances on stage many a time.

Right after the completion of her MCA course she got married and joined her husband at
Chennai, where she started a job in the software field. Since both of them didn’t favour being
away from their roots, after around three years they returned to Kerala.

Bindu mentions that she joined the bank after mothering both her angels. She joined SBI at its
Kanjangad branch and then got transferred to Guruvayoor where she spent nearly three and a
half years. Then she moved on to Ernakulam where she is presently posted as Associate
(customer service and sales) in Branch Supporting Team, Home loan section, Palarivattom, for
the last 5 years.



All these years, she had totally left behind her dancing self. It was her daughter’s wish to learn
dance that took her to the Hamsadhwani dance academy at Edappally, where she met Syamala
teacher. The teacher’s name or the welcoming atmosphere of the academy awoke the
slumbering student in her. Out of the blue, Bindu asked if she could learn too, and Syamala
teacher gladly agreed.. thus Bindu rediscovered her passion! Bindu’s eyes glitter with gratitude
as she explains how the teacher advised her to concentrate on just one genre of dance and
patiently corrected even the minutest mistakes. She reiterates that the efforts of Syamala
teacher made sure that Bindu managed her dance classes amidst her busy work schedule. She
has been meticulously attending Kuchipudi lessons for the last four years.

One moment she cherishes in her mind is her arangetam at the Guruvayoor Melpathur
Auditorium — the instance she wore her ‘chilanka' after a huge gap of fifteen years. The loud
applause of the audience and the praises showered upon her are etched into her mind forever.

Bindu’s happy family comprises of her spouse Nandakumar S who is the Zonal Head(Quality
control) at the Reliance Nippon Life Insurance company, and her lovely daughters — Aiswarya
Nandakumar and Lakshmisree Nandakumar. She gets talkative while elaborating how her family
supports her in pursuing her love for dance.. how her husband prioritises her dance
programmes over other commitments, how her mother-in-law encourages her to dance to her
fill, how her kids accompany and support her..

Bindu considers herself blessed to have been able to perform during two consecutive years at
the Guruvayoor Ekadashi vilakku by SBI. She has also performed at many stages including the
Edappally Changampuzha park and the Ernakulam Mahadeva temple.

She is also excited as she recollects the VASP Events Mrs. Woman of the Year 2020 held in
December 2020 in which she was a finalist and won three subtitles — Mrs. Beautiful smile, Mrs.
Photogenic and Mrs. Glamorous look. She has done some photoshoots for certain Instagram
page promotions as well.

She is grateful to our Talented Bankers group for providing a podium to showcase her talents
and finds the heaping words of encouragement from our members a force to perform even
better. She has also gained many friends from the group, with similar tastes and ideas.

We take this opportunity to wish that she may keep up the drive and passion to dance always
and find bliss through the moves...

Original English version: Arya Gayathry , State Bank of India, Pallickal Branch
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